VAWK

MOVEL MASTERS
NEWSLETTER

Jayhawk Model Masters | AMA Club #2013 | March 2026

jayhawkmodelmasters.com

Club Meeting March 21

Six-Mile Chop House
4931 W 6th Street
Lawrence, KS 66049

11:00 a.m.: Lunch & socializing
Noon: Business meeting

Club meetings: 3 Saturday of the
month

2026 Club Flying Events

April 18 — JMM Spring Night-Fly*
May 23 — JMM Rocketman Rally*
June 6 — Manhattan Fly-In

June 6 — KC/RC Jets over Jacomo
June 7 — Paola Float Fly

June 20 — Blue Sky Fly-In

July 11 — KC/RC Fly-n-Swap

June 27— Stars&Stripes Float Fly**
July 25 — Jayhawk Fun Fly*

August 22 — Dog Days Float Fly**
Sept. 12 — KC/RC Warbirds, Golden Era
September 19 — JMM Fall Night-Fly*
September 19 — Blue Sky Fly-In
September 26 — Jayhawk Big Bird*
October 10 — FAE(Topeka) Brat Fly-In
October 10 — KC/RC Fall Fly In

*At Clinton International Model Airport
**At Clinton Lk. Bloomington Boat Ramp #7

Newsletter Committee: Dave Alexander
(Ed. in Chief), Scott Stordahl and Glenn
Minor

2026 Club Officers
President Vernon Nelson
(785) 207-7387
Vice Pres. Kent Kummer

Sec./Treas. Jim Morris
Field Safety Dan Reid
Board 3yr Rob Leiker
Board 2yr Greg Inkman
Board 1yr Mike Brown

AMA Certified Instructor
Dan Reid

THIS MONTH’S MEETING RAFFLE
PRIZE OPTIONS

Tower Hobbies (cleverly named)
“SPORT” .46-.55 GP EP ARF 60"
OR

Phoenix Models Spitfire Mk. 2
.46-.55 GP EP ARF 55"


http://jayhawkmodelmasters.com/

Februarv Meetinq Report for night flying: April 18™, September

By Sott Stordahl late with food option and of course
_ ' New Years Eve. Greg asked for help
This month the club SIX MIL setting up lights around 5:30 as well

met on February 26t at 6 7 )
Mile Chophouse. President l\_‘ ,___.sj
Vernon Nelson could not | cHOP HOUS

as taking them down afterwards.
e Helicopter ops were discussed and
: the idea of South of the shed was

attend; therefore, Vice - suggested.
President Kent Kummer ran e Show and tell —
the meeting. Treasurer Jim Morris also o Scott Stordahl — Super

could not attend with Scott Stordahl
supplying the treasurer’s report. Twelve
members were in attendance; due to low
turnout the raffle was suspended.

e Meeting called to order at 11:59 am

e Treasury Report — Scott Stordahl
January began with $7,138.65 in checking.
Income was $238.66 from the previous
month’s raffle and $1,012.55 in dues.
Expenses were $225 in AMA sanctions for
this year’s events. This brought the checking
account to $8164.86, with two CDs for
$3,041.16 and $3,061.52 respectively and
the cash box of $387 brought the clubs net

Sportster Twin

worth to $14,267.54. It has two Webra .20s with tuned

e Field Safety Report — Dan Reid pipes, 62” wingspan. [Ed. note: | bet it
Nothing to report. screams with those 2 tuned pipes,

e Scott Stordahl — passed around a and may even go fast, too!]
signup sheet for T-Shirts and Polos, next
meeting, it will be passed around again so o Bill Miller — Otto the amazing
there is still time to get orders in. robot (see separate article

e Field improvements — Patrick to below).

research a timer switch for the pavilion
lights, Kent to purchase and install a
Fire Extinguisher at the setup tables. +=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+
e Field workday planned for March 14,
Gravel to be delivered for
parking lot, Greg Haas to
spread, Kent Kummer to
roll field, and Dan working

Meeting Adjourned at 1:57pm

New Fire
Extinguisher

on fertilizer/weed killer. _ Since the
e Discussion on field drainage began meeting, VP Kent has
but was tabled for another time. purchased a new fire

extinguisher and
installed it under one of
the work tables in the
pits, see photo.

e Startup tables are to be evaluated for
condition and half moved back to the shed to
help mowers.

e Concrete pad to be installed for
turbine starting when weather improves.

e Greg Inkmann proposed new dates




Presidents Corner
By Vernon Nelson

| hope you all can come to our
meeting this Saturday. We had a low
turnout last month so maybe we can turn it
around this month. We have a lot of
business to discuss and would like to have
your input. As flying season is quickly
approaching there are some items we need
to discuss. We are getting ready to put in an
order for shirts (Tee shirts and Polo shirts).
If you order yours now you can get your
name added for a small fee. We probably
won’t be ordering shirts again for a few
years down the road.

Today (March 14) a few of us went to
the field to work on the flight stands and put
a few of them in storage so they won’t take
up as much of the mower’s time moving 14
flight stands every time they mow. If we
decide later that we need more in the pit
area, then we can always put some back.
Also, Kent & Dan rolled both runways while
Gregg Haas brought his grader to level out
the truck load of gravel we had delivered.
Dan has also sprayed the field/runways. If
you see some water standing between the
pit area and the N/S runway, Gregg and Dan
have a good plan to alleviate this problem
once and for all!! Glenn Minor has put
together our flyer for our Rocketman Rally
and it looks real nice!!

John Shewanick had his other knee
replaced March 13th and we wish him a
speedy and full recovery. Thank you all who
have been working on our
field lately and those who
came out today to work.
Remember for those of you
who haven’t paid your dues
and renewed AMA, now is
the time. See you at the
" meeting this Saturday.
¢ Social & lunch 11:00 with
the meeting at 12:00.

Vernow Nelsorn
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= Calling for Volunteers! <~
HELP!

For us to run our club events with
AMA sanctioning, we need to
have an approved CD (Contest
Director) or ED (Event Director).
We currently only have 2, we
need at least one more. CDs/EDs
get a break on AMA dues, and
the approval process is not
difficult, see AMA web site.

+t=+=+=-+=+=+=+=+=+=+

Instructors Needed

= If anyone is willing to be listed
in the newsletter as an
“Instructor”, PLEASE contact a

newsletter editor or officer!™

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+




The Amazing Otto the Robot

Photos by Kent Kumar and Glenn Minor

At the Feb. meeting. Bill Miller gave a
presentation on Offo, his long-term robotics

project.

e v B

Otto uses a number of tricks borrowed
from RC airplanes: for example, the outer
surface is covered with Ultracote, and the
manipulator arm uses servos we’re familiar
with.

Bill started building Otto in December
2003. It was built to resemble a Heathkit
robot Bill used many years earlier.

Otto has quite an array of sensors. It's
“‘eyes” on the head assembly is a lidar
sensor. It has a sonar sensor on the front of
the base, plus 3 infrared proximity detectors
on the base including one looking
backwards. And, it has an FPV camera!

Bill upgraded the microprocessor boards,
memory, programming language and
software starting in 2019. In 2021, he
designed and built the manipulator arm and

gripper.

Otto can be controlled remotely by
Bluetooth or WiFi apps on a phone, tablet or
computer, or via the onboard keypad, or it
can be programmed to operate
autonomously. Otto can even speak
(although he’s not a sparkling
conversationalist).

Outstanding project, Bill, thanks for
sharing it!




Spring Work Day
By Dave Alexander, photos by Vernon Nelson and
Don Thun

As Vern mentioned, we had a work day at
the field on Sat.,
March 14.

Repairing and
moving work stands:

Kent and Dan took turns rolling the runway
with Kent’s tractor.

Who knew
we had a
member
with a road
grader??

Kent's

tractor was
ﬁer};.ge Kent puts
finishing
touches on
gravel
work.

The crew accomplished a lot, in spite of a
couple guys like me who got there too late to
do anything useful. A BIG thank-you to those
who came out early and did the work!
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