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Jayhawk Model Masters | AMA Club #2013 | Aug/Sept 2021 
jayhawkmodelmasters.com 

 
Schedule of Events: 

 
NO Club Meeting in August! 

 
Sept. 11 - Club Meeting in September at 
the flying field! 

Note date , second Sat. of September 
8 am: Breakfast (BYO) and socializing 
9 am:  Club business 

 
2021 Flying Events 
September 18 - Northeast Kansas Blue Sky 

Squadron Big Bird fly-in 

September 25 - Jayhawk Model 
Masters Big Bird 

October 9 - FAE (Topeka) open fly-in, rain 
date October 10 

2021 Club Officers 
President Patrick Deuser 785-766-2604 
Vice Pres. Scott Stordahl  
Sec./Treas. Jim Morris  
Field Safety Glenn Minor  
Board 3yr Mike Randel  
Board 2yr Gary Webber  
Board 1yr Mike Weinsaft 

 
Newsletter Committee: Dave Alexander (Ed. -
in-Chief), Scott Stordahl and Glenn Minor 

 
 
Mystery photo from last month: 

This strange photo was taken just as sailboats 
filled the lake. Name the object? 

A) Russian submarine 
B) Bad swimsuit photo 
C) Escaped Sailboat 
D) Supermarine Spitfire 
E) Loch Ness monster of Bloomington Beach 

 
 
For those who 
missed the event, 
this was the result 
of Mike Weinsaft’s 
most recent 
attempt (5th? 7th?) 
to fly his foam 
Spitfire on floats. 
This is a split-
second earlier.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://jayhawkmodelmasters.com/
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Model Masters Host Fun Fly for the 
First Time in Many Years 
By Patrick Deuser, with help from Dave Alexander and Mike 
Weinsaft     
 
     We hosted a good old-fashioned fun fly on        
Saturday, July 24th.   For those that were there, 
except for Jim Morris, it was “HOTTER THAN HELL” 
but despite the heat we managed to have 19 
registered pilots.  (Jim managed to spend almost all 
day in the super sweet air-conditioned trailer provided 
by Michael Carbone). Michael was kind enough to 
offer to bring the trailer over as a cooling center for 
anyone that needed a break from the heat.  It was 
VERY welcomed, thanks, Michael!    
      We had a very different mixture of aircraft 
competing this year.  There were gliders, old timers, 
electric ducted fan models, biplanes, trainers, 
aerobats, foamies, balsa models, and scale models to 
name a few.   Most were electric but Scott Stordahl 
did compete with his glow powered Contender. 
 
     The first event was the Climb and Glide / Spot 
Landing competition.   There were several purpose-
built aircraft--AKA powered gliders/old-timers--that 
posted some very long glide times and did well in the 
spot landing category.  (These pilots apparently 
overlooked the contest rule that the same plane was 
to be used for all events!) The distance in feet where 
the aircraft stopped from the x on the runway was 
subtracted from the glide time in seconds to achieve a 
score.  The winners were: 
 
3rd place   John Lagesse 
2nd place   Suman Saripalli 
1st place Paul Morgenroth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Paul flying his event-winning flight 
 
 
 

The next event was the Bombs Away event.   
This event required pilots to attach one of the “bomb 
carrying” devices to their aircraft.   These consisted of 
empty water bottles with the tops cut off and a foam 
rubber pad and dowel rod to attach rubber bands to.  
The pilots had 3 tries to place a golf ball in the device 

and fly a circuit and attempt to drop the ball on a 
target on the runway.   Only their best drop was 
scored.  The winners were: 
 
3rd place    George Jones 
2nd place    Scott Stordahl 
1st place     Dave Alexander  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Note result of Dave’s winning 
strategy: bounce the “bomb” 
(golf ball) off the prop tip! 
Thanks to a loaner prop from 
Scott, Dave was able to 
continue competing. 
 
 
 

 
 
The next event was the Carrier Touch and 

Go.  Pilots were given 2 minutes to do as many 
touch-and-goes on the “carrier” as possible.  The 
“carrier” was a 20’ x 35’ marked area on the runway.   
Touch and goes were all performed going the same 
direction and only counted if the initial touchdown 
was within the box.  The winners were: 
 
3rd place     George Jones 
2nd Place     Mohamed Belazrag 
1st place      Matt Biga  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Both the first- and 
second-place winners 
in this event flew 
electric ducted-fan 
jets! 
 
Here is Matt about to 
hit the carrier deck. 
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     The fourth event was called Roller Coaster – 
Vegas Style.  Pilots each started this event with their 
aircraft on the runway ready to take off.  Before take-
off the pilot rolled the dice then took off and performed 
the number of loops shown on the dice.  Then he had 
to land, roll the dice again, take off and perform the 
number of rolls shown on the dice.  Shortest time 
won.  Time began when the first dice was rolled, and 
ended when the aircraft touched down from the 
second flight.   The winners were: 

3rd place   Andy Rodenbaugh 
2nd place   Mohamed Belazrag 
1st place    Braydon Ward  

Braydon on takeoff. 

The final event was Musical Airplanes.   This 
event was performed in heats of 4 airplanes at a time.   
Aircraft all took off and flew upwind of a line while the 
music is playing.   When the music stopped everyone 
raced to the other end of the field and landed on the 
active runway and taxied across a line to a 
predesignated parking area. First two planes in the 
area advanced to the next round. The final round 
determined who got the points.  

Exactly 8 pilots were still flying at this point so 
we flew two heats. 

First heat lined up 
for takeoff. Pilot 
George Jones in 
white shirt flying 
Carbon Cub, event 
judge Mike 
Weinsaft in Model 
Masters shirt. 

Landing of first 
heat, Braydon 
about to taxi into 
the parking area.  

Sorry George, 
you have to land 
on the active 
runway, not the 
parking zone! 

The winners were: 

3rd place    Dave Alexander 
2nd place   Matt Biga 
1st place    Brayden Ward  (Again!) 

     To determine the overall top pilot, 10 points 
were given for each first-place finish, 7 points for 
each second-place finish and 5 points for each third-
place finish.   2 points were given to anyone that 
attempted a contest.  A 5-point bonus was awarded 
to anyone that completed all 5 contests with the 
same airplane.   The overall winner was 9-year-old 
Braydon Ward.  I watched this kid and was really 
impressed by how calm, cool, and collected he was. 
This kid has some serious skills and I think if he 
sticks with it we will be reading about him in the 
airplane magazines one day.   

A Special THANK-YOU to the volunteers who 
helped run the event, including (among others) 
event judges Mike Weinsaft, David Deuser, and 
Nick Brown.  Nick also worked hard to keep the 
later events moving expeditiously. 

Andy

Braydon  
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In Memoriam:  Don Boucher 

On Wednesday, August 18, 2021, long-time 
club member Don Boucher passed away.  Born in 
1946, he had a long career with AT&T.  After retiring 
from AT&T he worked for Sears, and then for the 
Athletic Department at KU. 

As Patrick mentioned in his e-mail, Don 
enjoyed cooking.  Newer members may not know that 
for several years, Bill Elkins provided Jayhawk Model 
Masters with a clubhouse, and during those years, 
club members cooked breakfast for meetings.  Not 
only was Don on the breakfast cooking crew, he also 
bought the food and made sure the pantry was 
stocked.  He often filled the same role at fly-ins: 
planning and buying food for the concession stand, 
and cooking those awesome hamburgers.  

Don (on far left) with the breakfast cook crew, during 
his first year as club president. 

During those same years he was active in the 
club leadership.  He was president in 2011 and 2012, 
and he served multi-year stints as an at-large board 
member both before and after his term as president.  
Always willing to promote the club, he had to skip  

presiding over part of a club meeting in 2011 so he 
could be interviewed about the club on Jeremy 
Taylor’s morning talk show on radio station KLWN. 

Don at the grill, cooking burgers, at a club fly-in. 

Don working on the prop of the Ford Flivver mock-up, part 
of the club’s award-winning St. Patrick’s Day Parade float. 

In recent years, Parkinson’s prevented him 
from flying, but he often attended club meetings 
anyway. 

For a full obituary, see: 
https://obituaries.ljworld.com/us/obituaries/ljworld/name/d
onald-boucher-obituary?pid=199842921 

Soft landings, Don. 

https://obituaries.ljworld.com/us/obituaries/ljworld/name/donald-boucher-obituary?pid=199842921
https://obituaries.ljworld.com/us/obituaries/ljworld/name/donald-boucher-obituary?pid=199842921
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Seen at the Field 
By Dave Alexander, most photos by Jim Morris 

At the beginning of August, Phil 
Abbadessa brought his plans-built build-a-
plane contest entry, the Novi Arrow, to the 
field for its maiden flight, with Kyle Walker to 
do the test-piloting honors. 

Phil and Kyle 
start the engine 
with an assist 
from Mike 
Weinsaft. 

Kyle 
runs up 
the 
engine 
while 
Mike 
holds the 
plane. 

Unfortunately, the plane rolled over on take-
off, due to a radio programming glitch that 
sometimes caused the ailerons to reverse 
when the transmitter power was cycled.  No 
significant damage, so knowing what to watch 
for, they managed a successful maiden a few 
days later.  Phil said it’s underpowered on a 
K&B .61, and will be up-engined. 

Intrepid 
club VP 
Scott 
Stordahl 
and new 
Twister.  
Is that his 
T-Clips in
the back-
ground?

      That fellow grinning like the cat that ate the 
canary is Scott Stordahl, about to maiden the 
Twister which he won in a raffle just a few weeks 
ago at the Fun Fly.  Power is a Saito .56.  Scott 
said it flies like a sport plane on low rate and is 
wild on mid and high rates.  With a 10 oz fuel 
tank, it ran for over 20 minutes on the ground.  
Now Scott is agitating for a “Duration Under 
Power” event at next year’s Fun Fly! 

George Jones works on the engine of his Cub. 

George Jones brought a 90” Cub out 
to the field recently, one he bought at our 
club swap meet—probably from Russel 
Tuckel’s estate.  He made some minor 
repairs to get the Cub flightworthy, but just 
brought it with the engine “as-is”.  Since it 
turned freely, George spent some time at the 
field trying to start the Saito FA .65.  It fired 
but would not run.  After much tinkering, he 
eventually found a bad O-ring was preventing 
it from getting enough fuel, but not before he 
ruined the bearings trying to start it.  In 
George’s own words, “Some lessons cost 
more than others.” 


2022 Build Contest 
• $10 entry due by December 1st

• No ARF’s
• Projects started in previous years

allowed, but  need to be finished
before the 2022 Jayhawk Open
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About a week later, George successfully flew 
the Cub on a Saito .52. 
 
 

 
Mo posing with one of his jets 
 
 Mo Belazrag, one of our members 
well-known for flying both airplanes and 
helicopters 3D-style, has mostly been seen 
at the field lately with EDF (electric ducted 
fan) jet models.  In the picture above, he 
poses with a large T-33 Shooting Star, and 
is that an FJ Fury on the deck behind him?  
He can often be seen practicing continuous 
inverted circuits, usually with a low pass  
down the runway. 

 
Here’s Mo 
pulling up 
from a low 
inverted 
pass with 
“a 
friend’s” 
Turbo 
Timber. 

 

Your intrepid ed.-in-chief, prepping the Cessna 
 
 Jim Morris caught yours truly out at 
the field at the end of the month with my 
largest model—Flex Innovations Cessna 
170—and one of my smaller ones, the 
Horizon T-28.  Bill Elkins convinced me to 
give the C170 a try, and I have been very 
impressed.  Extremely aerobatic yet quite 
docile with the recommended exponential, 
it is just as fun to fly it like an Extra 300 or 
to fly it as scale-like as possible.  Mike 
Weinsaft and I have been trying a little C-
170 formation flight, so far with mixed 
success.  The T-28 only made one short 
flight due to motor problems, possibly a 
thrown magnet.  It has the wing from the 
original silver-gray Parkzone T-28 that I 
won in a club raffle 12 or 13 years ago, 
with a replacement fuselage now branded 
E-Flite, even though it is the same model.  
 
 
 

 
Lake Jayhawk returns: Sunday before Labor 
Day, the field was still partly submerged from 
the 4+ inches of rain a couple nights 
previously.  Pretty much impossible to get 
from the pits to the runway without getting wet 
feet! 
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Safety Corner  
Staying Hydrated 
By Glenn Minor 
 

 
 
 

Perhaps a common summer 
message but none-the-less an important 
one for all of us to keep in mind 
particularly during extreme temperatures 
as we’re experiencing now.    
 

Spending any amount of time 
under the hot Mid-Western sun quickly 
depletes the body of 
essential water 
necessary for critical 
body 
functions.  Knowing 
the symptoms of 
dehydration and 
being prepared with 
your own supply of water can make all 
the difference in having a good day at 
the flying field.   
 

 

According to mayoclinic.org, the most 
common symptoms of dehydration are: 
 

• Extreme thirst 
• Less frequent urination 
• Dark-colored urine 
• Fatigue 
• Dizziness 
• Confusion 

As you might imagine, there are 
even less pleasant 
symptoms when one 
becomes 
dehydrated for a 
prolonged period so 
bringing adequate 
water with you to the 
field takes just a few 
minutes to prepare and goes a long way 
to a safe and enjoyable day under the 
sun.   
 

Conversely, beverages 
with caffeine, sugar or alcohol 
are known to remove water 
from the body and should be 
avoided when outdoors on hot 
days unless water is also 
being consumed.   
 
Glenn 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 
Special Safety Article (submitted just 
before publication): 
 
Don’t stick your 
hand in the prop. 
 

Submitted by Mike Randel 
 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
No column from the President this month, 
he’ll try again next month! 
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Jayhawk Big Bird 
Your host: Jayhawk Model Masters 

Saturday, September 25, 2021 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Pilot registration at 8:00 a.m. 

Landing Fee, $15, lunch available on site 
 
 
 

At Clinton International Model Airport, Lawrence, KS, 
3.1 miles west of Hwy 59 on Douglas County Rd. 458 

 
 

 

 
 

Raffle Prize: Hangar 9, 30cc Ultra Stick, 81" ARF 
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