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No Club Meeting in May! 
 
Schedule of Events: 
 
No Club Meeting in May 
(Organizing for the Electric Fly-In 
may require a brief Zoom meeting, 
or may be done all by email.) 
 
 

2021 Flying Events 
May 29  -  Jayhawk Electric 
June 12 - Capital City RC Club open fly-in 
June 19 - North East Kansas Blue Sky 

Squadron open fly-in 
June 25-27.  Forbes field full scale air show  
July 10 -  Jayhawk Float Fly (Clinton Lake) 

 Note date change  
July 17 - Capital City RC Club Warbirds over 

Lake Perry fly-in, (not limited to warbirds, 
any type model airplanes welcome) 

July 24  -  Jayhawk Modelmasters Fun Fly 
(contests!) 

August 22 - Capital City RC Club Memorial 
fly-in 

September 18 - North East Kansas Blue Sky 
Squadron Big Bird fly-in  

Sept. 25 - Jayhawk Modelmasters Big Bird 
October 9 - FAE (Topeka) open fly-in, rain 

date October 10 

 

 
2021 Club Officers 
President     Patrick Deuser 785-766-2604 
Vice Pres.    Scott Stordahl     
Sec./Treas.  Jim Morris   
Field Safety Glenn Minor        
Board 3yr    Mike Randel        
Board 2yr    Gary Webber      
Board 1yr    Mike Weinsaft     
 
Newsletter Committee: Dave Alexander 
(Ed. In Chief), Scott Stordahl and Glenn 
Minor 
 
 

       
Help Wanted: Instructors  
 

As discussed at last month’s 
meeting, we would like to develop a 
list of people willing to help new 
members get started.  We need 
people to help newcomers choose 
and set up trainers, and folks willing 
to do flight instruction (you are 
welcome to be designated in both 
categories).  We will put this list on 
our web site and on the next version 
of our club brochure.  Please 
contact an officer if you are 
willing to help! 

http://jayhawkmodelmasters.com/


 

 

 
2  

                   

 
April Meeting Report (Zoom) 
By Dave Alexander 
 
 Fifteen members joined the meeting on 
Zoom.  We had no show-and-tell, so we began 

with Jim Morris’s treasurer’s report.  
Thanks to over $500 in dues income, we 
ended the month with a bank balance of 
$5822.08, giving us a net worth with cash 

on hand of $6210.08. 
 Field Safety officer Glen Minor described 
the 2 new first aid kits and their 
contents.  One will be in the same 
place as the old one, under the 
work table in the pits.  (Look for a 
bright orange satchel.)  The other 
will be in the shed, primarily as a “traveling” kit for 
off-site events like the Float Fly.  Glen also led a 
discussion on communication issues in the pits, 
especially people carrying models—either with 
engines running or motors armed—through the 
pits to the runway.  The recommendation that 
emerged is that a pilot about to carry such a plane 
through the pits should yell “Coming out!” so 
others in the pits are aware and can stay out of 
the way. 
 Webmaster Gary Webber reported that he 
and Jim were working on a webcam upgrade 
(which has since been installed and is a BIG 
improvement). 
 Mowing Boss Ed Everett 
announced that he has a full crew 
of mowers.  He discussed issues 
with mowing after rains and urged 
patience when we get rain at the 
end of the week.  We also discussed mowing 
height and other issues with grass maintenance. 
 Patrick brought up field maintenance and 
discussed getting the picnic tables 
painted before the Open. Several people 
volunteered to work on it during the 
week.  We also need to do something 
about the puddle under the charging 
bench, George was going to look into materials 
for laying patio blocks.   

Plans were made to meet at Conroy’s Pub 
for lunch Friday before the Open and then head 

out to the field to do event setup.  Scott Stordahl 
will run the Build-a-Plane contest.  We might need 
a brief Zoom meeting in mid May to get organized 
for the Electric Fly-in, if so, Patrick will inform 
members. 

Note the date change for the 
Float Fly, now on Sat., July 10, 
instead of its usual June date.  The 
event schedule was revised, see top 
of newsletter. 

Glen announced that he is hosting an 
additional Build Night, starting on Tuesdays but 
subject to moving to alternate days.  Some people 
are gluttons for punishment, I guess. 

Dave Alexander brought up a training 
issue, basically no one is doing much training 
besides Dave.  We need to put together a list of 
potential trainers and build-advisors, and post it 
on the web site so newbies know who to contact.  
Several members volunteered, including Gary W., 
Mike W., George J., John L. and Patrick D. 
After a quick reminder of the swap meet following 
the meeting, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
April Swap Meet 
First 2021 event at the field 
By Scott Stordahl 
 

 
(Photo by George Jones) 

 
With COVID cancelling the area swap 

meets this past winter, it was time to let buyers 
and sellers do their thing.  The JMM Board pulled 
the trigger on a free outdoor swap meet.  With 
little to no notice to area clubs, the message was 
sent out.  Would anyone show up? 

Dozens flocked to Clinton International 
Model Airport to sell their wares from tailgates, 
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trunks, and picnic tables.  Most of those I spoke 
with claimed they either came away with more 
money in their pockets than they came with or 
added more planes to their hanger with some 
accomplished both.  The only thing missing was 
the coffee and hot coca, it was certainly colder 
than it looked. 

   
(Photo by George Jones) 

 
Next year I suspect we will be better 

prepared and advertise earlier, provide a raffle 
plane, plus offer refreshments.  All in all, the first 
annual April Swap Meet was a success with many 
more to come. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Work Day 
A few days before the Open, members gathered 
to repair and paint picnic tables at the field. 

 
The Prez 
hard at 
work just 
before the 
sanding belt 
broke. 
 

 
BC blows off 
sawdust. 
 
 
Lots of 
painting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Thanks to all the guys who helped! 
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2021 JMM Open: Three 
events in One! 

Fly-In, Build Contest, and Silent 
Auction 
 
 
Part 1-- JMM Open Fly In 
By Dave Alexander 
 
 In spite of lots of rain before (and after) the 
Fly In, and in spite of rain in the forecast, the 
weather for the event turned out to be decent: 
partly coudy to sunny and eventually nice and 
warm.  It was a bit breezy at times, but many 
pilots braved the wind and quite a bit of flying 
went on.  We even had a few spectators. 
     We had 25 paid pilot entries, which included 
about half pilots from outside the club.  
 
Aerial views provided by Jim Morris: 

 
                  

 
 
 

 
Greg Inkman taxis out his awesome electric-powered 
Stearman.  In the foreground are Dave Alexander’s 
largest and smallest RC models, Cessna 170 and 
profile P-51 Mustang, both of which flew in spite of the 
wind. 
 

 
Greg’s Stearman has a sound system and 2 separate 
smoke systems, one for starting synched with engine 
starting noises and one for “skywriting”! 
 
Greg was not the only pilot from Topeka, the 
Topeka guys made their usual strong showing at 
our fly in, and we very much appreciate it! 
 

 
A motley crew of visiting pilots: Greg Inkman, Bill 

Miller and Sam Carkhuff. 
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John LaGesse flew 
this nice e-powered 
Hurricane and the 
Avanti electric 
ducted-fan jet. Both 
flew very well, but 
the Avanti 
succumbed to 
disorentation during 
a low, inverted pass. 
 
 

 
 
George Jones 
carrying his Hellcat 
after it was judged 
in the build 
contest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Not all 
flights had 
happy 
endings …. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Doug 
Crumley 
from 
Wichita’s 
impressive 
giant scale 
Fokker D-
VII. 
 
 
 

   

 
Our 
esteemed 
president 
(Patrick 
Deuser) and 
friend being 
interviewed 
by a PR 
photographer 
for the city’s 
Parks and 
Rec Dept. 

 
 
Our new 
banner proudly 
welcoming 
pilots and 
spectators. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Raffle prize: 
Phoenix edge 
540, donated 
by Gary 
Webber. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The raffle prize was won by Josiah Gilliland, who 
apparently told Patrick he bought raffle tickets just 
so Patrick would not win the prize! 
 
Most photos by G.Jones, some by D.Alexander & P.Deuser. 
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Part 2 -- 2020 Build Contest 

 
We Have a Winner! 
By Scott Stordahl 
   

 
The winner and his Waco YMF-3 (and his prize, a 

 Sky Ranger kit). 
 

Phil Abbadessa takes home the gold with his 
beautiful Waco YMF-3, constructed from a Dave Platt 
kit, of around 1976 vintage.  The biplane is detailed in 
an interesting 4-Star livery.   

     
Another view of Phil’s winning entry 

 
 

Phil also entered a classic pattern plane with 
an elliptical wing, the Novi Arrow.  Build from plans 
found on the internet, he had a custom short kit cut 
by a reputable laser cutter.  If you have been able 
to attend Thursday build nights on Zoom, you know 
all the hard work that has gone into this interesting 
pattern ship.   
 
 

 
Phil’s Novi Arrow 

 
 

Voting was tight as all attendees at the 
Jayhawk Open chose their favorite plane.  Glenn 
Minor took second place with his not necessarily K-
State colored Piper Cherokee.  Some of the KU 
fans in the crowd took exception, but women of all 
ages flocked to Glenn’s flashy bird.  In fact, one of 
the younger ladies made a cash offer for the plane 
but Glenn graciously declined.   
 
 

 
Glenn’s Piper Cherokee 
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Dave’s Kadet LT-25 

 Other entries included Dave Alexander’s LT-
25 complete with custom cowl and lights.  His 
lighting modifications were tough to see in the 
bright sun light, but everyone enjoyed the beautiful 
weather.   
 
 

George Jones brought a Grumman F6F 
Hellcat, like the ones he worked on while serving in 
the U.S. Navy. Also seen on build nights at a 
workshop near you. 

 

 
George’s F6F Hellcat 

 
 
 I failed to get a picture of Gary Rauckman’s 
float plane at the field but here is one from his 
hanger that shows the business end of his machine. 
 

          
Gary’s fire breathing dragon 

 
 

 
(Ed. note: Rauckman’s float “rocket” at the judging.  

Seriously, Gary?) 
 
 

 The final entry was a scratch built Ultra Hots 
sporting a yet to be tested G38 gas motor and 
possible Alfa Romeo sponsorship.  We might just 
see this bird again at the Big Bird in September. 
 
 

 
Author’s Ultra Hots 
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Part 3 – Silent Auction 
 
Operation Silent Auction  
Cleaning out the shed 
By Scott Stordahl 
 
 Over the winter the shed became 
overrun with airplanes due mainly to the 
generosity of Al Dannerman and Russel 
Tukel.  With mowing season fast approaching 
it was time to eliminate the congestion that 
the abundance of ten airplanes created.  The 
Jayhawk Open offered the perfect opportunity 
to find these planes new homes and maybe 
add to the club’s bank account. 
 
 

 
Cubs galore! Over half of the models being 
auctioned were Cubs of one kind or another, 
from foam parkflyers to IMAA-legal. 
 
 
 Morning bids were slow as the auction 
was a spur of the moment endeavor, so no 
advertising took place, this seems to be a 
common 2021 theme.   
 
 

 

Shortly after the noon hour interest 
began to mount.  An impromptu two-for-one 
bundle deal was struck with attendees 
needing to leave early on planes with no bids.  
This transaction broke the bidding open, and 
we were off to the races.  When the smoke 
cleared all ten planes were sold for a total of 
$561.  One more success story. 

 

 
Another view of the auction planes.  Some were 
more ready to fly than others.  Some will need a 

large dose of “TLC” to get back in the air! 
 

-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+ 
     JMM Open Wrap-up    
 For our first real event in over a year, 
amidst threatening weather, the 2021 Open 
was very successful.  Socially, we all had a 
great time, and financially, it may have been 
our best event ever.  According to Jim Morris:  
Pilot Fees:          $260.00   (Includes donation) 
Raffle:                  $260.00 
Snacks/Soda:      $73.00 
Silent Auction:  $561.00 
 
Total:               $1,154.00    WOW! 
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Safety Corner  
Electric Airplane Safety:  Arming 
Switches 
By Scott Stordahl 
   
This month’s contribution comes from a relative 

noob in the world of electric airplanes.  My idea of 
refueling consists of pumping liquid fuel into a tank and 
not electrons into a heavy brick.  Likewise, a propeller 
ready to bite gives an audible warning instead of 
waiting in silence to attack.  The unfamiliarity with this 
power source provided the inspiration for today’s 
subject matter. 

 
Armed and Lock Switch   

Recently while setting up an airplane for the 
upcoming Electric Fly-in that I acquired at our incredibly 
successful April swap, I researched the safest way to 
do so.  Many sophisticated computer radios either have 
preprogramed switching or programable options to 
enable and inhibit the throttle for safety.  The radio I 
chose did not, as it is an early generation 6 channel 2.4 
GHz with no programable switches. Luckily, the Castle 
ESC I was using came with a free arming and locking 
switch operated by an external plug. 

 
 

The plug requires programing of the ESC with 
free software found on Castle’s website and use of 
the Aux wire supplied from the ESC.  While 
programing the plug an easier presented itself.  
Plugging the Aux connector into any unused 
channel on the receiver allows it to be used as an 
arm/enable switch.  Since flaps are not an option on 
my plane, the switch is repurposed and my 
outdated radio works as its newer brethren.  One 

other option can be used as it is even more 
primitive but works nonetheless, the Deans plug 
jumper used to make or break the positive or 
negative lead of the battery. 

 

 
• Regardless of the safety option you 

choose, please use one. They all do the 
same thing: allow the safe transport of a 
plane, with battery installed, from the pits 
to the runway. 

• Remember to use proper communications 
and announce your intentions.  Let the 
pilots and spotters know you are coming 
out of the pits and intend to takeoff.  Also 
alert those on the flight line when landing 
and never fly over the head of anyone 
retrieving a plane on the runway. 
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The P Factor    
     Welcome to the May / June edition of the 
P Factor.  I hope you have all had a chance 
to get out and fly between all the rains we 
have had.   The mowing crew is hard at work 
trying to keep the field mowed when it’s dry 
enough to mow.   Please be patient with them 
and be sure to thank them for all their efforts.   
     It was great to be able to finally have an 
event this year.   It was so good to see old 
friends and make some new ones.   I thought 
the Jayhawk Open went pretty well for us 
really being out of practice at hosting an 
event.  A huge thanks to the guys that helped 
on the work day, the mowing crew and the 
guys that helped set up for the open on 
Friday.   The field really looked great!  
Hopefully now that Covid is (mostly) in the 
rear view mirror our events will once again 
resemble the events of the past with lots of 
pilots, planes, spectators and actual 
concessions.    
     Did you notice the support we received 
from the other clubs in the area?   We had 
several members from the Blue Sky 
Squadron, Capital City club, And the FAE.   I 
believe we also had some folks from KC.  
There was also a guy that came up from 
Wichita and of course Jim’s friend Loren Kloft 
(AKA couch rider /sofa pilot) joined us all the 
way from Kentucky.   He has been joining us 
on our Zoom build nights and it was great to 
finally meet him in person.    
     Hopefully we can return the favor and 
support the other clubs in the area.   The 
great thing about flying at other club’s events 
is that you don’t have to work at the event.   
You get to fly and talk to other modelers.  Of 
course, if you really want to be a good 
neighbor, I am sure they would not mind a 
little help setting up or tearing down.  I would 
really like to see us become a club that 
travels more to other area events as a group.    
 
     I have spoken with the folks at Brandon 
Woods and they are not sure yet when the 
Smith Center will be open again for us to 
have our regular monthly meetings in person.  

The woman I spoke with said we would be 
one of the first groups called when they knew 
when they would open back up.   Until then, 
what do you guys think about meeting at the 
field?  We could maybe do some type of a 
continental breakfast and then have the 
business meeting and fly afterwards.   We 
could get back to our monthly raffles and it 
would be great seeing everyone again.  Just 
a thought.  
     This Saturday will be our electric fly in.   
We will once again be meeting at Conroy’s 
Pub Friday at noon for Lunch and then go to 
the field around 1:30 to put up fencing and 
whatever else needs to be done.   Please feel 
free to join us and plan to come out on 
Saturday and enjoy the FUN. 
     Speaking of FUN, this year July we will 
have our Float fly on July 10th, and we will be 
hosting a FUN-FLY competition on July 24th.   
The events for the FUN-FLY will be: 

1) Climb and Glide /spot landing 
2) A variation of Indy Loop and land/ Tinman 
3) “Bomb” drop.   
4) Musical airplanes 
5) ???? (if time allows) 

 
Full rules for each event will be coming in the 
next newsletter, but all events will be flown 
using the same airplane that you bring unless 
said airplane is rendered unflyable by 
unfortunate events.   In that case you may 
switch to your back-up plane.  If you render 
more than three of your airplanes unflyable its 
suggested that you return home to the flight 
simulator.  ���� 
    That’s all for this month.   See you at the 
field. 
Gentle winds and soft landings, 
Patrick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


